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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )El Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 June 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 17-23 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Claim(s) 1-16 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawing(s) filed on 23 October 2003 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/691 ,677 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3725 

DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-16 are allowed. The prior art of record does not disclose a method of 
forming a female fastener comprising steps of forming a body portion with radial flange 
portions and a midportion by rolling a continuous metal strip, cutting the strip into 
lengths equal to a required length of the fastener, piercing an opening through the 
midportion and press fitting a separately formed pilot portion into the pierced opening, 
the pilot portion having a diameter greater than the pierced opening and a length 
greater than a width of the midportion wherein an end face of the pilot portion is spaced 
above a plane of the midportion after said press fitting. 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 
17-23 drawn to an invention non-elected with traverse in the reply filed on 6-22-02005. 
Applicant is given ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the date of this letter, whichever 
is longer, to cancel the noted claims or take other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144). 
Failure to take action during this period will be treated as authorization to cancel the 
noted claims by Examiner's Amendment and pass the case to issue. Extensions of time 
under 37 CFR 1.136(a) will not be permitted since this application will be passed to 
issue. 

The prosecution of this case is closed except for consideration of the 
above matter. 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments filed 6-22-2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The product claims 17-23 drawn to a female fastener do not require 
method steps of at least rolling, cutting and piercing a continuous metal strip in order to 
form the fastener. The fastener of claims 17-23 can be formed by a machining/milling 
operation wherein a body portion and a separate pilot portion are turned and press fit. 
The fastener of claims 17-23 does not require a continuous production as required in 
claims 1-16 and an identical search is not required for the product claims as suggested 
by Applicant in the response of 6-22-2005. 

The restriction is made FINAL. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Ed Tolan whose 
telephone number is 571-272-4525. FAX communications should be sent to 571-273- 



8300. 



ED TOLAN 




